
Exploring the Meaning of Life: While in Jail—Alpha  

Newsletter Date 

Certainly, there is more to life 

than living behind bars. The 

Chaplaincy has partnered with 

Bob Irvin, president of Jehoshua 

House to help residents at the 

Hamilton County jail answer this 

question for themselves. The 

Alpha course is a tool that offers 

people an opportunity to explore 

answers to life’s most resounding 

questions.  
 

A few local churches currently 

offer Alpha to the community. The 

Jehoshua House intends to 

network with these and other 

w i l l ing ch urch es i n the 

community, to develop volunteers 

to serve on Alpha Teams in the 

jail; and to also serve their 

families.  
 

―Together we can create a bridge 

for the former Offender and their 

families to reintegrate, through 

the welcoming embrace of the 

Body of Christ. We believe that 

there is no soul beyond 

redemption, and that God’s grace 

is truly amazing‖‖ explains Bob.  

The first Alpha course at the HCJ 

will be offered January 25 and 

run 6 consecutive Monday’s. The 

course is scheduled for the 

evenings from 7:30pm—9:30pm. 

 Alpha answers questions such as:  
 

 Who is Jesus?  

 How can I be sure of my faith?  

 How does God guide us?  

 What does the Holy Spirit do?  

The program will be offered to men & 

women who have demonstrated the 

desire to change their behavior and 

not re-offend.  
 

Concurrently, eligible inmates will be 

partnered with a volunteer mentor 

from Jehoshua House, pre and post 

release. Jehoshua House is a housing 

and reentry program for ex-offenders 

that seeks to help ex-offenders 

reenter society with the help of Christ 

and spiritual family support and 

guidance.  
 

Mentors will help individuals get 

acclimated back in the community, 

find employment and get connected 

with a church family.  
 

Without a structured support system, 

it is easy to fail. Many people are 

released without a job, health 

insurance necessary for continued 

treatment and medication, housing, 

and transportation. Two DUI charges 

makes one a felon. It is very hard for 

a felon to get a job. Without 

employment, court fees and child 

support cannot be paid. It is very easy 

to get ―stuck.‖  
 

Each year, as approximately 650,000 

people are released from prisons. 

They struggle with substance abuse, 

lack of adequate education, job skills, 

and mental health issues. A large 

number of these people return to 

prison within 3 years of their release 

due to inadequate rehabilitation/

social services and job opportunities. 

Jehoshua House is here to help.  
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Jehoshua is the Hebrew spelling of Joshua, 

the servant selected by God to be the     

successor to Moses…and to lead God’s 

people into the Promised Land. Joshua 

24:15 tells us that we each must decide 

who we will serve.  
 

The mission of Jehoshua House is to bring 

the Good News of Jesus Christ to Criminal 

Offenders and their families…and to call 

them to make the choice called for in 

Joshua 24:15.           

 Matthew 25 then 

calls us to serve ―…

the least of these‖ as 

we would serve the 

Lord.  

For those who join us 

at Jehoshua House, 

we choose to serve 

the Lord (as Jehoshua 

did)…and live Mat-

thew 25 (as Jesus 

commands).  

Jehoshua House’s mission will be pre-

sented to the Central Indi-ana Community 

at a Banquet to be held Friday, March 5, 

2010 at The Ritz Charles-Carmel.  

Keynote Speaker: Serge Le Clerc, an ex-

offender was once considered the most danger-

ous criminal in Canada. By Godôs grace he is now 

an elected member of the Provincial Legislature of 

the Canadian Province of Saskatchewan.  
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Chaplainõs Division of the Hamilton County Sheriffõs Department is to  

serve the personnel, the community and the inmates as a supportive volunteer group of  

qualified ministers or counselors, who will assist, by request, in matters of personal, marriage,                                            

job or spiritual counseling and to be available to assist in time of emergency, as needed. 

SERVING OFFICERS 

Winter 2010 

SERVING FAMILIES 

SERVING INMATES 
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The Chaplaincy needs your  

financial support:  

Chaplaincy Fund  

18100 Cumberland Rd  

Noblesville, IN 46060  



SERVING FAMILIES 

 

Tribute to the Life of Loved Ones 

Newsletter Date 

The Christmas season is a difficult passage for those who have lost loved 

ones.   To honor special memories, Chaplain Doug Kizer organized a special 

memorial service for families and friends of those who are no longer with us.  

On the evening of December 21st a sea of candle lit memories aglow at 
Northview Christian Church of Hamilton County.  Chaplain Kizer and sixteen 

volunteers welcomed the community to this special service. 
 

Glowing Memories is a candle lighting service that allows people to honor 

and remember loved ones at Christmastime.  Three special candles are lit 

each year to symbolize the sacrifice of those serving others at home and 

abroad.  This year respective candles were lit  by: 
 

 

           Law Enforcement Candle  

Carmel Police Officer Scott Spillman 
 

               Firefighter Candle 

Carmel Firefighter Lt. Jim Foster 
  

         U.S. Service  Men & Women   

US Army Soldier Sgt. Lauren Stachel 

Chaplain Doug Kizer is one of our eleven 

volunteer Chaplains.  He is also employed 

at Northview Christian Church where he  

offers pastoral care. 
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òScience may have found a cure 

for most evils; but it has 

found no remedy for the worst 

of them all --  the apathy of 

human beings.ó   

 

Helen Keller  

A Public Health Problem 

 People with mental illness are arrested more 

frequently than people without mental illness. 

 People with mental illness do not do well in 

the criminal justice system: 

 Often pose a challenge to typical procedures 

 Are at risk of disruptive behavior 

 Are at risk of being injured 

 They thus consume more resources than 

other defendants/inmates 

Even a single candle burns brightly against the backdrop of darkness.  

On Christmas Eve female inmates had to be turned away from the 

service held by White River Christian Church volunteers Jean Jaco 

and  Phyllis Casterline. Due to a last minute emergency, there 

were not enough volunteers available to accommodate all the 

women that wanted to attend the Christmas gathering.   

The twenty-four women that were allowed access to the  Christ-

mas gathering prayed and sang Christmas carols together as they 

share special treats provided by a group of volunteers.  Many 

tears fell as the group sang ―Silent Night‖.  ―Everyone that re-

mained had a very enjoyable time‖ reported Jean. 

In an adjacent room  on Christmas Eve, male inmates gathered  

to participate in a study conducted by volunteer Chaplain Paul 

Arnold.  On Christmas morning, yet another group of volunteers 

teamed up to bring Christmas joy to the male and female in-

mates.  Volunteer Chaplain Tom 

Kendall organized the event and 

also played guitar in celebration of 

this special day.  Thanks to our vol-

unteers who give their time so sacri-

ficially all year long, as well as during 

the holidays. 

SAVE THE DATES 

Mandatory Jail Training  

for All Volunteers 

Location:   

CCC @ 772 North Tenth 

Street in Noblesville 

March 29             

June 21               

Sept. 13          
 

Alpha Training 

Locations:  TBA 

April 5   & 12               

June 28             

July 5                    

Sept. 20  & 27      
         

Alpha Course  

Location: at the Jail 

April 19 – May 24   

July 12 – Aug. 16  

Oct. 4 – Nov. 8  

Not Enough Room at the Inn 
Mayor’s  

Prayer Breakfast  

& 

National Day of Prayer  

Noblesville Square 

May 6th 

Junior Law  

Enforcement  

Academy 

June 25 

Help Jail Library 

Please donate  

paperback books  

at the  front desk of the 

Noblesville Library 

Simply Mark Bag 

Jail Library 
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The numbers are staggering…about two million 

people in the U.S. are self-injurers and approxi-

mately 1% of the population has inflicted physical 

injury upon themselves at some time in their life 

as a way to cope with an overwhelming situation or 

feeling.  
 

Self-injury does not discriminate against race, cul-

ture, or socio-economic strata, but there is conflict-

ing data regarding demographics. Some reference 

sites indicate that the majority of people who en-

gage in this type of addictive behavior are pre-

dominately female teenagers and young adults, 

while other sites indicate that both genders, rang-

ing in age from 14 to 60 self-injure. However, 

there is consistent agreement that self-harm has 

more to do with having poor coping mechanisms 

than anything else. 

Safety precautions are taken to prevent items 

from entering the jail that could be used to self-

injure,  or be used as a weapon against other in-

mates or officers.  Something as small as a staple 

or ink pen can create a threat.   

Weapons made in U.S. jails or prisons 

Drawing by a 25-year-old female at the HC Jail. 

Self-injury on forearm 

The Justice Center, in partnership with Policy Re-

search Associates, conducted a five-site study to 

develop a screening instrument for mental illness 

and with additional support from the National Insti-

tute of Corrections to generate the study findings. 

The findings were highlighted in the June issue of 

Psychiatric Services. 
 

Key Findings 
 

 14.5 percent of men and 31 percent of women 

entering the jails studied were found to have 

serious mental illnesses. These rates are three 

to six times higher than those found in the gen-

eral population. 

 The gender difference is particularly important 

given the rising number of women in U.S. jails. 

 If applied to the 13 million jail admissions re-

ported in 2007, the findings suggest that more 

than 2 million bookings of a person with a seri-

ous mental illness may occur annually. 
 

 

This study represents the most reliable estimates in  

the last 20 years of the rates of serious mental  

illnesses among adults entering jails. 

More Mental Illness Found in Jail 

When you teach someone to swim, you don't just throw 

them in the deep end and hope they do great.  

Abby Anderson - Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance  
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Over one million people 

commit suicide every year, 

making it the tenth-leading 

cause of death worldwide.  
 

It is a leading cause of death 

among teenagers and adults 

under 35. 
 

There are an estimated 10 to 

2 0  mi l l i on  n on - f a t a l 

attempted suicides every year 

worldwide. 
 

The most common cause is 

an underlying psychiatric 

disorders which include 

depression, bipolar disorder, 

schizophrenia, alcoholism 

and drug abuse.   
 

Financial difficulties or other 

undesirable situations play a 

significant role. 

Source:  wikipedia.org 
 

A Hamilton County 

Sheriff’s Chaplaincy 

responds to every 

suicide in the 

county. 

Suicide Hotline 

24 hours / 7 days 

(317) 574-1252 

1-800-560-4038  

 

The measure of a life is not 

its duration but its donation.  

Corrie Ten Boom 

Chaplain Tim Irvin arrived at 

the scene of a Hamilton County 

death.  A man had just commit-

ted suicide with a firearm.  

Chaplain Tim guided the wife of 

the deceased through the 

shock of the event.  He helped 

her through the next several 

days as she dealt with the loss 

of her husband.  She details 

her personal ―thank‖ for his 

assistance in the note below.   

Dear Chaplain Irvin, 

I havenõt forgotten you and 

probably never will!  I believe 

in the Lord, Jesus Christ and 

that praying has helped me 

tremendously,  to get 

through this tragedy in my 

life.  How can I thank you 

enough for everything you 

did for me?  You are a true 

blessing! 

Thank you for listening and 

talking with me.   

The  beautiful sofa and Lazy 

boy, curtains and the Faith, 

Hope & Love picture for the 

wall: They are lovely.  They 

placements the food &  your 

prayers!  You are a gifted 

Chaplain.  God Bless You 
 

Many of the home furnishings 

were destroyed in the incident.  

Chaplain Tim replaced many 

articles with his own funds.    

    Former Attorney is Catalyst for Change  Suicide Facts A Selfless Response 

―Bob Irvin is the Founder and President of 

Jehoshua House, LLC, a ministry initiative 

focused on preparing the Incarcerated for 

re-entry into society through Christian pro-

grams, mentoring, and transitional services 

(housing, employment, and life skills pro-

grams).   

Jehoshua House is working with the Indi-

ana Department of Corrections and Indiana 

County Justice Agencies to develop Chris-

tian Re-entry Programs that work to sub-

stantially reduce recidivism and increase public safety.  A 

prototype Christian program for County Jails is being devel-

oped by Jehoshua House in conjunction with the Hamilton 

County Sheriff’s Department Chaplaincy, and will launch this 

month for men and women at the Hamilton County Jail. 
 

In addition to his work at Jehoshua House, Bob is President 

of I.Q. Solutions, LLC, a Corporate and Business Development 

Firm engaged in the development and management of entre-

preneurial businesses…which provide jobs for ex-offenders 

and the disadvantaged, and provide revenue for donations to 

Christian Ministry Initiatives such as Jehoshua House.  
 

Bob has served as an Attorney in Private and Government 

practice, as Senior Vice President and General Counsel of 

Mayflower Group, Inc. (a large International public corpora-

tion), and as the Founder, Owner and CEO of entrepreneurial 

businesses.  He has also served as a Ministry Leader (past 

State Chairman of the Kairos Prison Ministry, State Advisory 

Committee of Kairos Prison Ministry, State Director of the 

Kairos Torch Ministry for Incarcerated Youth, past Member of 

the Board of Directors of Truth@Work, Inc. and past Chair-

man of the Advisory Council of Faith, Hope, and Love Interna-

tional, Inc.). 
 

Bob is a long time Hamilton County resident, graduating from 

Carmel High School in 1970.  He and his wife, Pam, live in 

Carmel, and have two adult children.  Bob and Pam attend 

East 91st Street Christian Church. ― 

 

Bob Irvin 

Hamilton County Jail Incarceration Statistic 
 2007             2008 2009 % of Increase 07-09 

Male 5171           5373            5504                  6% 

Female   1561                1596            1694                   9% 

Total       6732                 6969           7198             7% 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychiatric_disorders
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychiatric_disorders
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depression_(mood)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bipolar_disorder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schizophrenia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drug_abuse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Financial_difficulties

