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 òThe 

smiles on childrenõs faces and the  thanks 

from the families when we tell them about 

the program,ó is the reward Barb Gould says 

she receives for organizing the Angel Tree 

Prison Fellowship Program.  For the last five 

years, Barb has volunteered to facilitate this 

program through the Chaplaincy.   òChuck 

Colson started this program and it has grown 

to a national level,ó reports Barb.  

òThe  Holy Spirit encouraged me to attend a 

volunteer training session.ó explains Barb.  òI 

learned about specific volunteer opportuni-

ties, one of which was the Angel Tree Prison 

Fellowship.  The program provides minor chil-

dren and step-children of inmates who are 

incarcerated at Christmas-time with gifts do-

nated by churches, individuals and civic or-

ganizations. 

òAround November 1, 2009, I  will distribute 

forms for inmates to complete.  Then I will 

collect the forms and start the screening 

process.  I  phone all the volunteers and as-

sign children to ôbuying and deliveringõ 

teams.ó   

Barb said she is encouraged by òthe honesty 

of some of the families that say ôwe donõt 

need gifts,  please give them to someone 

less fortunateõ.ó  Barb also serves as a Godõs 

Gardener at Fishers United Methodist 

Church.  She is a certified lay speaker/

servant the of United Methodist Church, a 

Stephens Minister, and holds a United Meth-

odist Women officer position.  Barb has been 

married for 49 years, has two daughters and 

two grandchildren.  Barb feels her spiritual 

direction is inspired from: 

            Matthew 25:45 ð    He will reply, òI 

tell you the 

truth, whatever 

you did not do 

for one of the 

least of these, 

you did not do 

for me.ó    

The Advocate 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Chaplainõs Division of the Hamilton County Sheriffõs Department is to  

serve the personnel, the community and the inmates as a supportive volunteer group of  

qualified ministers or counselors, who will assist, by request, in matters of personal, marriage,                                            

job or spiritual counseling and to be available to assist in time of emergency, as needed. 

SERVING OFFICERS 

FALL 2009 

SERVING FAMILIES 

SERVING INMATES 
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Many people in the community are 

at a loss when a loved one sud-

denly passes.  The Hamilton 

County Chaplaincy is called to the 

scene when unaccompanied 

deaths are reported.  The Chaplain  

notifies the family of the loss and 

stays with them until their clergy 

can arrive.  In the event the family 

doesnõt belong to a church, a 

Chaplain will stay to assist the fam-

ily with their wishes.   

Senior Chaplain Tom Burton re-

ceived the  note below from one of 

the families he assisted this Fall. 

òThank you for the kindness you 

showed our family last week during 

the loss of our beloved brother.  

You seemed to have all the time in 

the world for us that day.  You did 

all you could to help us through a 

most difficult time.ó 

òOur family is unusually close knit 

and feel we gave him a beautiful 

tribute on Friday in celebration of 

his life.  He never met a stranger 

and was a wonderful caring man.  

We didnõt always understand why 

he chose to live the way he did 

these past few years, but our love 

for him was unconditional and to 

us he was just perfect.  We wanted 

you to know that your efforts that 

day were not overlooked and were 

very much appreciated.ó 
 

Name withheld to protect the family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clergy could not visit an inmate in 

the Hamilton County Jail.  Today 

the Chaplaincy makes it possible 

for 216 clergy to visit the detainees 

within the correctional facility.  Not 

only does the Chaplaincy oversee 

these visits; they also administer 

all inmate programs within the 

complex.   

òPrograms are supported by 100% 

volunteer effort,ó cites Senior 

Chaplain Tom Burton.  òWithout 

volunteers, programs would be non

-existent and the recidivism rate 

would increase.ó 

180  volunteers complete manda-

tory training annually.  The volun-

teers not only sacrifice their time, 

but all must undergo a criminal 

background check before gaining 

access for an interview.  This core 

group of people donate their time 

and talents to the biggest mission 

field in Hamilton County.  The vol-

unteer  pool is comprised of all 

ages and professions and largely 

from the faith-based community 

and Alcoholics Anonymous.  See 

page three for the next training 

date. 

Nineteen Years Ago... 

What Brings  A Volunteer Joy? 
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6.4 Million Misuse Prescription Drugs  

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 2005  

The 2006 Bureau of Justice Special Report statistics  indicate 

that a sample of inmates interviewed in jails and prisons 

across the U.S. found that mental health  problems were 

very common behind bars. 
 

Mental Health Problems of Prison & Jail Inmates  
 

Inmates with mental problems, compared to those without  

     mental problems, had: 
 

        -50% higher prevalence of drug use 

        -2x higher prevalence of recent homelessness 

        -3x higher prevalence of history of abuse 

        -2-3x higher prevalence of being injured in a fight in jail 

        - 40-100% higher prevalence of violation of facility rules 
 

George Parker, MD-Medical Director, Indiana DMHA 

Director of Forensic Psychiatry-IU School of Medicine 

Indiana DOC Holds Nearly 3,750  

People with Serious Mental Illness 

Mental illness is defined as "any of various conditionõs charac-

terized by impairment of an individual's normal cognitive, emo-

tional, or behavioral functioning, and/or caused by social, psy-

chological, biochemical, genetic, or other factors, such as in-

fection or head trauma."   Some of the more common illnesses 

experienced by inmates on death row may include:             
 

 Bipolar Disorder  

Borderline Personality Disorder  

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder  

 Schizoaffective Disorder  

Schizophrenia  

Depression 

Recurrent Thoughts of Death /

Suicide   

                 Source:(www.aclu.org) 
     

Over 60 people diagnosed as mentally ill or with mental retar-

dation have been executed in the United States since 

1983.   While precise statistics are not available, it is esti-

mated that 5 to 10 percent of people on death row have a seri-

ous mental illness.   
 

After evaluating dozens of death row inmates, Dr. Dorothy Ot-

now Lewis, a professor of psychiatry at New York University, 

found that almost without fail they all had damaged brains due 

to illness or trauma and most were also victims of vicious beat-

ings and sexual abuse as children.  She found psychotic symp-

toms, especially paranoia, to be common on death row.  

Similarly grim figures were reported by the Bureau of Justice  

Statistics. Though statistics are from ô98, they still provide a 

snapshot of the issues faced by the mentally ill. 
 

¶ An estimated 283,000 mentally ill offenders were  

       incarcerated in prison or jail 

¶ Over 30% of male mentally ill inmates  & 78% of  female  

        mentally ill inmates reported physical or sexual abuse  

¶  Mentally ill state prison inmates were also more than 

twice 

        as likely as other inmates to report living on the street or 

         in a shelter in the 12 months prior to arrest. 
 

What's more, according to many mental health experts, is that 

these statistics may underestimate the problem of the incar-

ceration of the mentally ill due to under-reporting by people 

who might not want to disclose the information or are unaware 

of their illness.  

 60+ Mentally Handicapped People Executed in the United States Since 1983  

"The measure of a society is found in how  

they treat their weakest and most helpless citizens."           
Jimmy Carter, former US President 

 

Have You Attended a Skittle Party? 
 

Chances are you know a teenager or college student that has. It 

is a gathering of people who collect pills from a variety of places, 

including medicine cabinets of their parents and grandparents.  

The  total amount of pills are dumped into a bowl at a party and 

are eaten like candy. Skittles. About 120,000 Americans a year 

go to the emergency room after overdosing on opioid painkillers, 

says Laxmaiah Manchikanti, CEO and board chairman for the  

American Society of Interventional Pain Physicians. 

The number of states in which drug-related deaths have over-

taken traffic fatalities has gone from eight in 2003 to 12 in 

2005, and 16 in 2006. They are: Massachusetts, New Hamp-

shire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Mary-

land, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Colorado, Utah, 

Nevada, Oregon and Washington.  Source:  cbsnews.com 

Drugs Kill More Than Cars in Some States  
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Jr. Law  Enforcement Academy  

   

In late summer a male was being 

transferred from jail to prison.  Before 

leaving, the 30-year-old male asked 

Dustin Castor if he could donate his 

hair to òLocks of Love.ó  Officer Castor 

sought out the Chaplaincy to insure 

the hair was donated for this worthy 

cause.       Locks of Love  

234 Southern Blvd.   

West Palm Beach, FL  33405  

Phone 561-833 -7332  

info@locksoflove.org  

J
u
s
t
 
b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 
y
o
u
 
m
a
k
e
 
a
 
m
i
s
t
a
k
e
 
d
o
e
s
n
õ
t
 
m
e
a
n
 
y
o
u
 
a
r
e
 
o
n
e
.
 
 
 
 
 
 
A
u
t
h
o
r
 
U
n
k
n
o
w
n
 

 

 

 

Many  positions available including administration 
 

What:        Mandatory Jail TrainingñVolunteers 

When:       Saturday, November  14 ( 9:00 ñ11: 00 a.m. 

Where:     Hamilton County Jail - 18000 Cumberland Rd 

Register:   Email  Tom.Burton@hamiltoncounty.in.gov 

 

Inmate Donates Hair to Locks of Love  

 

 

On July  25th, nearly 60 children and about 30 volun-

teers (including officers from the Noblesville Police De-

partment and the Hamilton County Sheriffõs Department) 

joined the Chaplaincy to organize the formerly cancelled, 

Junior Law Enforcement Academy.    

Officers Tony Craig and Sheriff Doug Carter contacted 

Chaplain Tom Burton to see what needed to be done.  

Meijer and Chick Fillet agreed to help, as well.  The spon-

sor donations and volunteers, along with combined ef-

forts of the Hamilton County Sheriffõs Department and 

Noblesville Police Agencies made the event possible. 

 Topics Included: 
¶ Stanger Danger 

¶ Internet Danger 

¶ Gun Safety 

Prizes were awarded & les-

sons were scripture-based.  

Thanks  everyone!  

 

 

 

 

Sexting: Another Danger 

And it is a crime.  Local 
school officials say the 
first line of defense is 
talking to your kids about 
" s e x t i n g "  a n d  i t s 
consequences. Parents 
can also monitor their 
children's texting and 
other cell phone activity 
using software that's 

available through their service provider or on the 
internet. 
If parents find their child has received one of these 
images, officials say it's important to call the police.  
If their child is caught with the images they could 
face charges.  (Indiananewscenter.com)  More at 
www.iyi.org 

Short on Time?  Donating is an Option  

Free Training For Jail Volunteers 

 The Chaplaincy is a Charity funded by volunteer dona-

tions.  Your contribution of any of the following items 

would be a blessing.  We thank you, our contributors. 

Soft covered/paperbacks 

Recovery bibles 

Large-print study bibles 

Purpose Driven Life 

Reading glasses 1ñ1.50 

Postage Stamps 

Cell phone, texting update: A ban on 

teenage driversõ use of cell phones 

and texting devices went into effect 

July 1, 2009 

 

Current prohibitions: Drivers under the 

age of 18 may not use cell phones, 

text messaging devices or other wire-

less telecommunications devices. Ef-

fective July 1, 2009. 

 

Accidents:  Allstate Insurance reports 

that  of the 6000 teens that die in 

traffic accidents each year, 87% of 

the accidents are caused from driver 

distractions. 

 

10,000 Teen Traffic Fatalities, stud-

ied.  Three primary causes of teen 

distractions were, unbuckled seat-

belts, high rates of speed and other 

teens in the vehicle.  Source State Farm 

New Texting & Cell Phone Laws:  

Not Following Them Can Be Fatal 

Please Mail Your Gift  
 

Chaplaincy  

18100 Cumberland  Rd    

Noblesville, IN  46060 

 

More photos at hamiltoncountychaplain.com 

 

 

mailto:Tom.Burton@hamiltoncounty.in.gov


Hamilton County Sheriffõs Chaplaincy 
18100 Cumberland Road 
Noblesville, IN 46060 

Since his encounter with 

cancer, Chaplain Dwight 

Williams has been limited, but  

still serves.  He has been a 

faithful servant of the 

Chaplaincy since 2002 when he 

first met Senior Chaplain Tom 

Burton.   

òI prayerfully considered 

becoming an assoc iate 

chaplain  before I applied.  I 

soon realized that God had 

opened up a new opportunity 

and calling in my life to serve 

Him.  I minister to the Sheriffõs 

Department personnel, as well 

as the inmates.  

òI receive great joy when I see a 

person enter the jail and during 

that incarceration, they become 

convicted of their past life by 

the Word and Spirit of God.  

Then they turn their back on 

their old life and establish a 

new relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  Later, I see them in 

public and they are still doing 

their best (with the help of God) 

to live a new life. That is the 

best outcome I have seen.ó 

I grew up in central Indiana, and 

served 4 years in the U. S. Navy, 

during which I became a 

Christian on June 12, 1955. I 

graduated from William Penn 

College with a major in Econ & 

Business, as well as Religion 

and a minor in Psychology. 

During that time I married 

C a r o l y n 

Gano .  I 

t h e n 

a t t e n d e d 

I n d i a n a 

Univers it y 

School of 

Law. Carolyn and I just 

celebrated our ògolden 

anniversaryó. God has  blessed 

us with 2 godly children and 

their spouses as well as 3 

grandchildren that live in the 

area.   

I was employed 37 years in the 

insurance business.  During 

that time I was ordained to the 

Gospel ministry and served 18 

years as pastor of a rural 

country church. 

I was challenged to commit to 

memory Corinthians 15:58  

and to always do my best in 

whatever God allowed me to do.  

The Word and the Spirit of God 

has always challenged me to be 

the same person at home, as 

well as in public.  It is wonderful 

to know that if I live my life as 

Jesus Christõs servant and as 

an associate chaplain it will not 

be lived in vain.ó   

 For seeing and breathing 

For faith and believing 

For feeling and healing 

And no longer stealing 
 

For turning and learning 

And my soul not burning 

For the pastor and laughter 

And the days that come after 
 

For today and tomorrow 

And our hand during sorrow 

For right and wrong 

And being so strong 
 

For Chaplains Tim and Paul 

And meeting behind this wall 

For leading and succeeding 

And the words I am reading 
 

For heaven and hell 

For being able to tell 

For pain and hurt 

And being made from dirt 
 

For wisdom and courage 

And never getting 

discouraged 

For the Power and a shower 

And being alive this hour 
 

For preaching and teaching 

Cause the devil is leaching 

For night and day 

And being able to pray 
 

For watching what I say 

And not going astray 

For peace and grace 

And the food I taste 

 

For knowing and growing 

And my love for you showing 

For a chance at a new start 

With you in my heart 
 

For helping with this anger 

And protection from danger 

For words you have spoken 

So my heart wouldnõt be 

broken 
 

For sharing and caring 

And the child my wife is 

bearing 

For you being so great 

For trying not to hate 
 

For taking my hand 

And letting me know where I 

stand 

For giving me your love 

And a mansion up above 
 

For this paper and pen 

And trying not to sin 

For the sun and the moon 

And finding you so soon 
 

For this and for that 
For having this chat 

You make all this true 
In everything we do 

 

When 

What  

Where 

Why  

& 

Who 

 
The THANKS goes to you. 

 

A Chaplain’s Corner:   

 

òTherefore, my beloved breth-

ren, be ye steadfast, unmov-

able, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, forasmuch 

as ye know that your labor is 

not in vain in the Lord.ó 

Please Mail Your Gift of Support    
 

Chaplaincy Fund 

18100 Cumberland Road    

Noblesville, IN  46060 

Please accept our gratitude and 

thanks from those we serve. 

Poem from a Former Inmate 

Thanks Be to God 


